
Board of Certified Reporters 
 

Arizona State Courts Building 

1501 West Washington Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85007  

Hearing Room 109 

 

June 7, 2017 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Draft Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE: 

 

Present: Telephonically Present: Absent: 

Honorable Peter B. Swann G. Allen Sonntag Honorable Anna Young 

Michael Matich Terri Faust April Escobedo 

Melissa Gonsalves Patricia Seguin  

Michael Parrish   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

OTHER ATTENDEES: 

 

AOC Staff: Guests: 

Mark Wilson Kelly Schinkier 

Michelle Martinez Kathy Roundy 

Katherine Novak Cathy Miccolis 

Hal White Kayla Hubanks 

Bill MacIntyre Kimberly Ruht 

Pasquale Fontana Paula Collins 

Will Castro Benjamin Bamford 

David Whitley  

Don Keenom  

Arnita Oliver  

Windy Mohamed  

  

 

  



 
 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

Called to Order By: G. Allen Sonntag, Chair 

 

Time:  10:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

1) REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1-A: Review and approval of the regular session minutes for the meeting of April 12, 

2018. 

 

Individual Addressing the Board: G. Allen Sonntag, Chair 

  

Discussion: None 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept the regular session minutes 

for the meeting of April 12, 2018 

 

Motion Proposals: First Patricia Seguin  

 Second Honorable Peter B. Swann 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

 
 

2) PENDING COMPLAINTS: 

 

2-A Receive legal advice concerning Board’s role in the disciplinary review process 

for complaint number 17-C001, involving certified court reporter, Kimberly Bata 

and discussion and possible action regarding further instructions to staff 

regarding additional investigation. 

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Mark Wilson  

  

Motion: Motion to enter Executive Session to receive advice of counsel. 

 

Motion Proposals: First Honorable Peter P. Swann 

 Second Melissa Gonsalves 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

Board Entered Executive Session: 

10:08 a.m. 

 



Return to Regular Session: 

10:23 a.m. 

 

Discussion: It is recommended that the Board direct staff to conduct further 

investigation as to reference materials/evidence presented. 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation. 

 

Motion Proposals: First Honorable Peter B. Swann 

 Second Melissa Gonsalves 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

2-B Review, discussion and possible action regarding Hearing Officer’s Order 

concerning complaint number 17-C002, involving certified court reporter, 

Rochelle Dobbins. 

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Pasquale Fontana 

  

Discussion: Staff recommends that the Board find Rochelle Dobbins in default 

and enter a Final Order suspending the certification of Rochelle 

Dobbins for a period of 30 days with the authorization of the vice 

chair to sign on the Chair’s behalf. 

 

Statement from Rochelle Dobbins 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation 

 

Motion Proposals: First  Michael Matich 

 Second Melissa Gonsalves 

 Recused Honorable Peter B. Swann 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

2-C Update regarding the status of pending complaints. 

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Michelle Martinez 

  

Discussion: As of June 7, 2018, there is currently one open complaint. 

 

 
 

3) INITIAL CERTIFICATION AND ELIGIBILITY: 

 

3-A: Review, discussion and possible action regarding pending initial certification 

applications for the following applicants: 

 

1. Ruth Weese  



2. Kayla Burgus  

3. Lisa O’Sullivan 

4. Catherine Turner 

5. Stacy Harlow 

6. Nicole Bulldis 

7. Benjamin Bamford 

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Will Castro 

 

Discussion:  The Division recommends approval of initial certified reporter 

certification for Ruth Weese. 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation 

 

Motion Proposals: First Melissa Gonsalves 

 Second Michael Parrish 

 Abstained Michael Matich 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Will Castro 

 

Discussion:  The Division recommends approval of initial certified reporter 

certification for Kayla Burgus.  

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation 

 

Motion Proposals: First Honorable Peter B. Swann 

 Second Patricia Seguin 

 Recused Melissa Gonsalves 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Will Castro 

 

Discussion:  The Division recommends approval of initial certified reporter 

certification for Lisa O’Sullivan and Catherine Turner. 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation 

 

Motion Proposals: First Melissa Gonsalves 

 Second Honorable Peter B. Swann 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Will Castro 

 

Discussion:  Division recommends the Board accept the request of Ms. Harlow and 

withdraw her certified reporter certification application.  



 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation 

 

Motion Proposals: First Honorable Peter B. Swann 

 Second Patricia Seguin 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Will Castro 

 

Discussion:  Applicant Nicole Bulldis will be deferred until next meeting. 

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Will Castro 

 

Remarks from Kimberly Ruht and Benjamin Bamford 

 

Discussion:  It is recommended that certification be denied to Ben Bamford, pursuant 

to ACJA § 7-201(E)(2)(c)(2)(b)(iii), (xii) and (xv). 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to reject staff’s recommendation and grant 

certification to Ben Bamford conditioned on the signing and 

acceptance of a Consent Agreement detailing terms of two-year 

probation.   

 

Motion Proposals: First Honorable Peter B. Swann 

 Second Michael Parrish 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

 
 

4) RENEWAL CERTIFICATION APPLICATIONS: 

 

4-A: Review, discussion and possible action regarding pending applications for renewal of 

certification: 

 

1. Kathryn Andrew 

2. Rhonda L. Aquilina 

3. Leah D. Armendariz 

4. Susan P. Auletta 

5. Cindy Bachman 

6. Laureen Badar 

7. Jonna E. Baker 

8. Leisel Baker 

9. Rossana K. Baker 

10. Michele E. Balmer 

11. Jeri F. Barbin 

12. Sheryl Barker 

13. Wanda J. Bauer 

14. Linda K. Blackmon 

15. Robin G. Bobbie 

16. Karen R. Bolton 

17. Deborah J. Boyette 

18. Lisa Ann Bradley 

19. Laurine Brinkman 

20. Barbara Brodrick 

21. Kristen Leigh Brown 

22. Marianne S. Burton 

23. Susan Kay Byrum 

24. Patricia Calabro 



25. Linda M. Cantrell 

26. Debra R. Carney 

27. Lisa A. Chaney 

28. Wendell J. Chapman 

29. Jennifer D. Church 

30. Karen L. Clark 

31. Deborah Cleary 

32. Christine M. Coaly 

33. Gerard T. Coash Sr. 

34. Meri Coash 

35. Laurie Cooper 

36. Darla J. Coulter 

37. John M. Cozza 

38. Marjorie H. Crosby 

39. Michaela Herman Davis 

40. Donna J. DeLaVina 

41. Jeanne Depenbrok 

42. Brigid M. Donovan 

43. Talia Douglas 

44. Jane M. Doyle 

45. Holly M. Draper 

46. Dawn Marie Duffey 

47. Melisa Duncan 

48. Valerie J. Eames 

49. M. Lisa Edgar 

50. Pamela B. Euzarraga 

51. Glinda Fabok 

52. Diane S. Fayette 

53. Kathy Fink 

54. George B. Finn III 

55. Leslie Foldy 

56. Angela Fritts, RPR 

57. Janice G. Fuller 

58. Adam W. Gage 

59. Anthony C. Garcia 

60. Guillermina Garcia-Hunt 

61. Vanessa Gartner 

62. Steve L. Garwood 

63. Patricia Gerson 

64. Pamela Joy Giffin 

65. Lisa L. Glennie 

66. Melissa A. Gonsalves 

67. Janice Gonzales 

68. Ana Y. Goodenough 

69. Susan A. Grenz 

70. Deborah A. Hanlon 

71. Jennifer Hanssen 

72. Melissa J. Hart 

73. Elizabeth Hengstebeck 

74. Sheryl L. Henke 

75. Marty Herder 

76. Joni Hill 

77. Claudia Ann Hilton 

78. Cathy E. Hoff 

79. Jennifer M. Holdaway 

80. Jennifer Honn 

81. Tamara H. Howard 

82. Zella Mae Howard 

83. Bonnie J. Humm 

84. April M. Hutchinson 

85. Tracy Jamieson 

86. Julie R. Jarrett 

87. Judith Johnson 

88. Marta M. Johnson 

89. Lisa B. Kelly 

90. Scott A. Kindle 

91. Karen Kovacs 

92. Marylynn LeMoine 

93. Cindy L. Lineburg 

94. Joseph R. Lombardi 

95. Linda C. Lopez 

96. Cindy Mahoney 

97. Leo T. Mankiewicz 

98. Dana Mann-Chipkin 

99. Lorena Marin-Garcia 

100. Jill Fulkerson Marnell 

101. Sandy Marruffo 

102. Karla M. Martin 

103. Pamela J Mayer 

104. Caryn Mazella 

105. Tanya Denae McCowan 

106. Carol A. McCue 

107. Sharron L. McPartlin 

108. Daeleen R. Melendez 

109. Mary Meyer 

110. Cathy A. Miccolis 

111. Angela Furniss Miller 

112. Lorraine J. Milligan 

113. Marisa L. Montini 

114. Cyndi Morris-Crowe 

115. Sandra L. Munter 

116. Lisa A. Nance, RPR 



117. Kathleen H. O'Donnell 

118. Rebecca L. Ogle 

119. Kelly Sue Oglesby 

120. Kelly Olhausen 

121. Robin L. B. Osterode 

122. Julie T. Ottmar 

123. Stacey Palmer 

124. Jennifer Pancratz 

125. Nancy Papietro 

126. Helen Pasewark 

127. Shelley E. D. Pearce 

128. Kimberly Portik 

129. Lori A. Pulsifer 

130. Lori Reinhardt 

131. Kelly R. Rexroat 

132. Gene Richards 

133. Nancy P. Richmond 

134. Sandra Riley 

135. Denice D. Ripple 

136. Barbara A. Rosado 

137. Colette E. Ross 

138. Daunice M. Rottas 

139. Rosina K. Seymour 

140. Raynbo Silva 

141. Chanetta L. Sinkfield 

142. Lisa A. Steinmeyer 

143. Carolyn T. Sullivan 

144. Cathy J. Taylor 

145. Lori L. Thielmann 

146. Courtney Cooper 

Vanderwalker 

147. Chelsea Voigt 

148. Laura D. Walker, RPR 

149. Haley Westra 

150. Christopher J. White 

151. Yvonne L. Whitefield 

152. Debbie Wilks 

153. Karen Niemtschk 

Individual Addressing the Board: Hal White 

 

Discussion:  It is recommended granting renewal of standard certification to the 

applicants 1-153 with the noted recusals. 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation. 

 

Motion Proposals: First Honorable Peter B. Swann 

 Second Michael Matich 

 Recusals Melissa Gonsalves - #6 and #66 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

Individual Addressing the Board: Hal White 

 

Discussion:  It is recommended granting renewal of standard certification to Karen 

Niemtschk. 

 

Motion: Consideration of and motion to accept staff’s recommendation. 

 

Motion Proposals: First Honorable Peter B. Swann 

 Second Melissa Gonsalves 

Motion Results: Pass  

 

 
  



5) ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES: 

 

Discussion:  None at this time 

 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC  

 

Individuals Addressing the Board: Paula Collins 

 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Motion: Move to adjourn. 

 

Motion Proposals: First Michael Matich  

 Second  

Motion Results: Pass  

 

Time:11:34  

 

Initials: AO 
 


